
 

Pathways to Teaching 
 

Overview 
This document provides information regarding the certification requirements for each pathway into the 
teaching profession in Louisiana per Bulletin 746 - Louisiana Standards for State Certification of School 
Personnel. 

 

Who Pathway How Resources 

Individuals who 
have not 
completed 
training to 
become a teacher.  
 
Individuals may or 
may not currently 
hold a minimum of 
a bachelor’s 
degree 

Did NOT 
complete 
teacher 

preparation 
program 

Undergraduate/Traditional 
Route: Enroll in an 
undergraduate teacher 
preparation program that 
includes student teaching or 
internship, and complete a 
one-year residency while 
serving on a resident 
certificate.  
 
Post-Baccalaureate/Alternate 
Certification Route: Enroll in 
an alternate education 
certification teacher 
preparation program. Can be a 
teacher of record while 
learning to be a teacher. 
In-state candidates must 
take/pass associated content 
exams to enroll.  

In-State Program:  
www.teachlouisiana.n
et preparation page 
 
 

Individuals with a 
minimum of a 
bachelor’s degree 
who have 
completed a 
teacher 
preparation 
program that 
included student 
teaching, 

Completed 
teacher 

preparation 
program 

In-State: Contact teacher 
preparation provider for initial 
certification recommendation. 
Must pass appropriate exams.  
 
Out-of-State: Educators who 
have completed an out-of-state 
teacher preparation program 
can submit an out-of-state 
application. Passage of exams 

Email 
certification@la.gov 
with specific 
questions, or visit the 
Teacher Certification 
Help Center.  
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Who Pathway How Resources 

internship, or 
residency.  

may not initially be required for 
issuance of a certification.  

Individuals who 
have met all 
requirements for 
initial Level 1 
teaching 
certificate by 
completing a 
BESE-approved 
teacher 
preparation 
program with the 
exception of 
passing the 
required exams.  

Temporary 
Employment 
Permit (TEP) 

Option 1 - 
Preparation 

Pathway* 

Applicants must hold a 
baccalaureate degree from an 
institution accredited in 
accordance with 34 CFR 602, 
completed a teacher 
preparation program, including 
student teaching or internship, 
and have earned scores on all 
required exams within 10% of 
BESE-adopted passing scores.  

Local school systems 
are required to submit 
the certification 
application on behalf 
of the educator once 
hired.  
 
Email 
certification@la.gov 
with specific 
questions, visit the 
Teacher Certification 
Help Center, or visit 
the TEP guidance 
document.  

Individuals with a 
graduate degree 
from an 
accredited 
institution in a 
demonstrated 
area of need in 
alignment with 
the subject area 
for which 
employment is 
sought.  

Temporary 
Employment 
Permit (TEP) 

Option 2 - 
Master’s Degree 

Pathway* 

Applicants must hold a 
graduate degree from an 
accredited institution in a 
demonstrated area of need and 
in alignment with the subject 
area for which employment is 
sought. Must complete a 
pre-service training before the 
first day as a teacher of record.  

Local school systems 
are required to submit 
the certification 
application on behalf 
of the educator once 
hired.  
 
Email 
certification@la.gov 
with specific 
questions, visit the 
Teacher Certification 
Help Center, or visit 
the TEP guidance 
document.  

Individuals who 
hold a bachelor’s 
degree with a 2.5 
cumulative 
undergraduate 
GPA from an 
accredited 
institution in the 
secondary subject 
area in a 
demonstrated 

Temporary 
Employment 
Permit (TEP) 

Option 3 - 
Bachelor’s 

Degree 
Pathway* 

Applicants must not have 
completed a teacher 
preparation program but hold a 
bachelor’s degree with a 2.5 
undergraduate GPA from an 
accredited institution in a 
demonstrated secondary area 
of need and in alignment with 
the subject area for which 
employment is sought. Must 
have passed the adopted 

Local school systems 
are required to submit 
the certification 
application on behalf 
of the educator once 
hired.  
 
Email 
certification@la.gov 
with specific 
questions, visit the 
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Who Pathway How Resources 

area of need in 
alignment with 
the subject area 
for which 
employment is 
being sought.  

content exam in alignment with 
the degree and the courses 
hired to teach, and must also 
complete a pre-service training 
before the first day as a 
teacher of record.  

Teacher Certification 
Help Center, or visit 
the TEP guidance 
document.  
 

Individuals who 
have met all 
requirements for 
initial Level 1 
teaching 
certificate by 
completing a 
BESE-approved 
teacher 
preparation 
program with the 
exception of the 
required GPA.  

Temporary 
Employment 
Permit (TEP) 

Option 4 - GPA 
Preparation 

Pathway* 

Applicants must hold a 
baccalaureate degree from an 
institution accredited in 
accordance with 34 CFR 602 
and have completed a teacher 
preparation program, including 
student teaching or internship 
and exam passage, with the 
exception of the required 
undergraduate GPA. 

Local school systems 
are required to submit 
the certification 
application on behalf 
of the educator once 
hired.  
 
Email 
certification@la.gov 
with specific 
questions, visit the 
Teacher Certification 
Help Center, or visit 
the TEP guidance 
document.  

Professionals with 
specific 
industry-based 
credentials 
seeking to teach 
coursework 
aligned with their 
areas of 
expertise. Must 
hold a high school 
diploma or 
LDOE-approved 
equivalency test. 

Career and 
Technical Trade 
and Industrial 

Education 
(CTTIE) 

Certification 

Educator must have a minimum 
of 4 years of full-time work 
experience or 7,680 hours of 
CIP-aligned experience, hold a  
current state or national 
license or Industry-Based 
Credential (IBC) in the area for 
which certification is being 
applied, and must complete a 
New Instructor Workshop if the 
applicant has less than 3 years 
of K-12 or post-secondary 
teaching experience.  

Local school systems 
are required to submit 
the certification 
application on behalf 
of the educator.  
For questions, contact 
a school system 
Career and Technical 
Education Director. If 
questions cannot be 
answered locally, 
contact 
jumpstart@la.gov or 
email 
certification@la.gov 
with specific 
questions.  

Individuals 
holding qualifying 
degrees or 
specialized 
credentials who 

Ancillary 
Teaching 

Certification 

Educators may be required to 
present a portfolio of work, 
credentials, proof of licensure, 
or training to obtain an 
ancillary teaching credential. 

The Ancillary 
Teaching (AT) 
application provides 
eligibility 
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Who Pathway How Resources 

provide teaching, 
support, 
administrative, or 
supervisory 
services to 
children in pre-K 
through 12th 
grade schools.  

Requirements vary from area 
to area.  

requirements for each 
pathway. 
 
 
Email 
certification@la.gov 
with specific 
questions or visit the 
Teacher Certification 
Help Center.  

Individuals who 
are at least 25 
years old, have an 
Associate’s 
degree from an 
accredited 
college or 
university, and are 
continuously 
enrolled in an 
undergraduate 
teacher 
preparation 
program at an 
accredited 
college or 
university. 

Associate 
Teacher 
Pathway 

Educators must be at least 25 
years old and continuously 
enrolled in a teacher 
preparation program for the 
purpose of obtaining a 
bachelor’s degree. Associate 
teachers shall be employed to 
teach only in the content area 
related to the associate’s 
degree. The holder of an 
associate teacher permit may 
not provide special education 
services. No more than 10%  of 
the teaching staff of a school 
system shall hold an associate 
teacher permit.  

The Associate Educator 
Program Human 
Resources Guide 
provides additional 
information on the 
Associate Teacher 
pathway.  
 
Reach out to 
Arthur.Joffrion@la.gov 
with questions.  

*Additional requirements exist for all TEP options.  

Pathway Clarification 

In the Associate Teacher Pathway, candidates may enroll in any accredited institution. If they choose to 
enroll in a BESE-approved program, they will be held to the certification requirements per Bulletin 746 
and law surrounding BESE-approved programs. The authorization for the associate teacher to be a 
teacher of record is issued by the LEA, not the LDOE. 

All candidates with the Temporary Employment Permit (TEP) must be mentored for at least three years 
and receive effective ratings for five years to advance to an initial Level 1 certificate. Candidates choosing 
Options 2 and 3 must teach in the area of their degree. The year-long residency, mentoring, and 
pre-service certificate does not necessarily apply to old program completers for Options 1 and 4. TEPs are 
not issued in SPED areas to comply with federal regulations.  

Out-of-state candidates must provide proof of completion of a teacher preparation program that includes 
student teaching/internship/residency. If exam exemptions are not met, the candidate will be prescribed 
the corresponding exams.  
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